Managing Syphilis in the HIV-infected Patient.
Syphilis has re-emerged in the United States and elsewhere, and clinicians caring for HIV-infected patients are challenged with syphilis diagnosis and management decisions. HIV alters the natural history of syphilis to an extent that is poorly understood, and initial presentation may be more varied in coinfected patients. Although commonly available diagnostic assays for syphilis should be interpreted as usual, such tests rely on antibody measurement and may be an imperfect indicator of active infection. Assessment of all available clinical and risk behavior data remains critically important in the diagnosis of syphilis in coinfected patients. Treatment of syphilis in such patients requires stage-appropriate therapy, with careful serologic monitoring to assess response. Clinicians must have heightened appreciation of the role of frequent risk assessment, serologic screening, symptom recognition, and follow-up of treated patients, as well as an understanding of public health functions such as sex partner treatment and communicable disease reporting.